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Peer Review to Abiola Epps on Love, Friendship, and Betrayal as Motifs in Hamlet
This is a great discussion, Abiola. You have clearly described the relationship between love, friendship, and betrayal. Indeed, Hamlet being convinced by the ghost of his father to take revenge symbolized the love he had for his father.  I also agree that the ghost told Hamlet to spare Gertrude while pursuing revenge due to love. However, you have not come out clearly in the description of friendship. For example, you can explain Hamlet’s friendship with Laertes. I concur with your conclusion that these acts of love and friendship resulted in betrayal: Gertrude betrayed Hamlet’s father despite his love by marrying Claudius while Laertes betrayed his friend Hamlet by working with Claudius to kill him. It is also true that betrayal led to unfortunate events including deaths. However, I think that the main motif of the play which contributed to these unfortunate events is revenge: love, friendship, and betrayal were used to build on the motif of revenge.
